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JISIT OUR CLUB WEBSITE - www.subarulsgclub.org
NEWSLETTER, VOL. XXX., No. 2 MARCH 2009

. T = I - P. 3% features long-time
member KEN WEGER who had the ribbon-cutting on august 23, 2008 To open
the sMALL WONDERS MICROSMINI AR MUSEHM 1n Crystal Lake IL - wvisit it
whon you cant Ken 15 also hosting the MICRO/MINI CAR WORLD MEET on
august 20-21 2070. 5See past and future issues for more on this event!
v, § is5 another good article from an oklahoma papgr, and I wish I could
romenber who sent it - if it was vou, e-mail me 56 I can give credit,

LESS THAN A YEAR AGO I WAS MAILING ABOUT 438 NEHSLETTERE and e-matling
& each issue. By September 2008 about 50 members had agreed to gceopt
their Newsletters by e-matl. In Decomber I sent that mega-issue and
new Roster o evervone I had s-mail addresses for, and printed coples
fo pyeryone else. This cut the mailed copies to about 300, with about
1650 getting the e-mail wversion. I hope I have both lists correct for
Fhis issue and you receive this Newsletter in the form vou want it. IT
rnot, please e-mail me and I'11 change vou to the other list. Printing
and mailing 30% fewer HNewsletters reduces hoth our Postal and
Production costs, and hopefullvy we can balance the budget in zZD0O07.

It is just as important that we have your correct s-mail address as it
is that we have your correct mailing address - so if you have a change,
please let me know s0 we can keep the roster accurate and not have a
lot of e-mails "hounce" hecause the accounts are ne longer active.

some members have asked if there is an extra charge for receiving
printed Newsletters. There is not. I hope that conce the annual income
exceeds the expenses we .can acktually offer a reduced rate of annual
dues for those who opt for e-mail. That will be up to whoever takes
over the Newsletter and finances later this year,

WE_STILL NEED A GROUP OF MEMBERS within a close geographical area to
volunteer for these functions - or ong member who is retired could
‘handle it if hesshe has a lot of time available. I1f you would consider
taking on these responsibilities please e-mail or write to me.

I hope to see & lot of you at the 2z29th annual SOUTHWEST UNIGUE LITTLE
CAR MEET in Commerce, ©A on April 3-4. ¢Complete details are in the
Do, 2008 issue, P. 2 - get vour reservations in b? March 17

IF Y0U ARE HOSTING (or know of) & MINIGAR EVENT ANY TIME THIS SUMMER,

please e-mail me the info (dates, location, contact person) by April 1%
.50 we can include it in the.next Newsletter.

Sincerely, on b:ﬂthé_’%i’gg}i
| | N



IN MEMORIAM: FRED JOHNSTON
Last issue I published a plea for members to help Charter Life Member
fred Johnston in Temple Pa keep his collection of Subaru 3665 from the
crusher. The last letter Fred wrote me was in early September. wWhen
the December issue came out, several members did {ry toe contact Fred,
only to find out he had passed away later in September.

30 YEARS AGO, THERE WAS NO SUBARYU 360 DRIVERS' CLUB, just a group of
about 2 dozen subaru 3460 nuts who had met threoush ads in HEMMINGS'
MOTOR NEWS and kept in touch by mail, We had originally kept in touch
by phene until the phone bills began to exceed ‘our grocery bills. Fred
Johnston was one of the 2 dozen. He had purchased 7 tons of subaru 360
parts, a whole semi-lgad, from Penn-Jersey Subaru, the regicnal
distributor of Subaru parts, in the mid-'780s.

I waent to visit Fred one day in the summer of 1%777. 1 was looking for
a windshield hecause the one in my sedan had been vandalized. Fred had
no windshields, but he had a stack of about 50 new windshield rubber
gaskets lyving on the ground in the original plastic bags, out in the
middle of a wooded acreage he owned. There wers many brand new 360
body parts, including fenders, hoods, doors gtc. - and 3 of a body part -
I had never seen before, a panel that covered the rear 273 of the right
side of a 360 van, with no cargo door in it. These were for the
"s-goor van" which I had never seen except in photes, unlike the
"n_door van" which has 2 doors on each side and a rear hatch. These 3
panels arg still right where they were I vears ago, you can see them
in pix that Stove Michelsen has posted on the Club website.

In addition to the large parts out on the ground, Fred had a scheol
bus, a Corvair van, and several sheds full of 360 parts. I spent the
whole day with him, helping him identify parts that had nc numbers on
the packages or were in there loose. Fred sold his 360 parts using the
. 1970 parts price list from Subaru, far below Subaru dealers' inflated

197% prices. He was a real hobbyvist. The windshield gasket I bought
was $18.16 if ! remember right. I had $140. with me, I spent it all and
could have spent at least 2 times that in my quest to stockpile one of
every 360 part that could wear out or break.

surrgunding the parts repositories were about 100 unigue little cars,
including at least a dozen Subaru 360 sedans being parted out. Several
of those are still there. steve Michelsen in NJ took some photos which
vou can find on the Clubh website. steve also was able to buy some
leftover subaru 360 parts from Fred's daughter.

10 years ago I visited Fred acain, on a trip to NJ. I thought he had
sold all the 360 parts, but there were still some left and 1T bought
another $700. worth of small parts that would fit in a couple of boxes
in the trunk - ignition & brake parts mostly, to keep them available
for ¢lub members. Fred had already suffered 2 streokes, and was not up
to filling a lot of individual parts orders any more. all those parts
have already gone to member who needed them.

Fred was concerned then that when he died everything in his wooded lot
would be towed out and crushed. At last reports that has not vet
happened, but it seems inevitable. If vou are interested in recovering
one or more of Fred's wvehicles, please contact steve Michelsen in NJ
stevenm@eptonline, net and he can help vou contact Fred's daughter.

I will always remember Fred as one of the most unforgettable characters
1 have ever met - a frue car enthusiast, a unigque man, a good friend.
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c3Fear  TECHNICGAL STUEE

SPEEDOMETER AND INSTRUMENT CLUSTER REPAIR:

chances are that at least some of the tiny colored plastic lenses for
the turn signals, high beams, oil light and charge light have fallen to
the bottom of vour insstrument cluster, lsaving a bare bulb shining
through the hole where the lens(es5) used to be.

Apparently the qualitv of adhesive used to secure these little pieces
of plastic in place did not measure up to the excellence of the
mechanical engineering of our Favorite vehicles, but was selected hy
the same commitiee that chose the coriginal upholstery materials.

The speedometer cluster in Subaru 340 sedans is easy to remove and is
held together with serews, so that it can be disassembled on the bernch
and the plasic lenses can be reglued in their proper locations. My
adhesive of choice for this purpose, through the years, has been Krazy
Glug - and I have vet te¢ find a lens that fell off a second time when
this was used according to directions.

while you have your sedan speedometer ¢luster aspart, it's a good 1dea
to do a little preventive maintenance. ©0il the odometer gears and the
inside of the tube that the speedometer cable assembly screws into.
Remove each of the bulb holders and remove any corresion that has built
up through the years, to assure good contact for the het wire and
grournd. Glean the little tangs that the wiring harness attaches to. A
small brush in a dremel tool works well for this cleaning process.

You can alsce check the prelcad on the speedomeier needle, by chucking
up the squared {(top: end of a short piece of old spoedometer cable core
in vour 3I/8" reversible drill. put the drill in reverse, insert the
cable core into the socket that the cable core normally goes into, and
run the drill at full speed (10008 tpm). If the needle shows 60 mph, it
is correctly preloaded. 1f it reads higher or lower, adiust the
prelead a little at a time until the reading is correct. This assumes
that vour drill is in good condition and runs at the normal wide-open
speed of 1000 rpm.

While a sedan instrument cluster is open, it is also very easy to reset
the codometer for any number the owner desires. Remember this 1T you
are tempted by claims of "low mileage" on a sedan listed for sale,
especially by a dealer or "flipeper” of collectible vehicles!? '

Replacing the plastic ilenses on trucks/svan instruments is considerably
more difficult. © While the instrument clusters are relatively esasy to
remove from the dash panel, they are sealed together with crimped
bhezels. The only way to get inside 15 to use a small-bladed flat
screwdriver to expand the bezel from the back of the instrument. This
takes time! The metal will stretch until the bezel can be pullad off
from the front, but it takes hundreds of little mipni-twists of the
screwdriver to expand the bezel evenly, all the way aroungd, before it
is ready to come off. Patience is essential.

once the bezel is off, you can do the same repairs in the samg way as
outlined above for sedan instrument clusters. Be sure to c¢lean the
hack side of the main clear lens before reassembling., Reassembly is in
reverse order, and the bezel must be re-crimped as carefully as it was
stretched for removal. But this i5 a job vou should only need to do
ence un any 360, so take yvour time and whin the clusters are installed
in the dash again, they will look like new.
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15 an unexpected but welcome solution. aAmong items STEVE MICHELSEN was
able to buy from FRED JOHNSTON's estate were a bunch of bhrand new
drivers' door handles WITH KEYS. Before you read any further, get your
BOOK OF- REPRINTS and read P. 74 and 223. Then look at the locks in
your 360, and on the face of gach lock you will find a letter and 3
digits. Hopefully the letters will be the same on all your locks.

P. 74 tells how to adapt a lock cylinder to any key that is the same
LETTER code. I have done dozens of these, but I use a cutting wheel in
a dremel tool rather than pliers to trim down the tumblers.

The door locks steve has are F63t, F&40, F650, G631, G632, G636, GLA1,
G643, G649, HE3I3Z, HE3I7, HE4Z, HG48 and J643. one of these may matceh
all your locks, in which case vou can forget P. 7a. But if not, get
the LETTER that matches vyours, and the RNUMBER that has the closest
match to yvour tumblers. For example, 1f you have Fe4% locks, and you
get the F640 handle & kKevs, vou will only need to trim one tumbler in
vour leocks., If vou def Fes0 vyou will only need to trim 2 tumblers.

How do vou get the lock ceviinders out of yvour locks so0 vyou can adapt
them to a key with a different number? IGNITION SWITCH: remove the
ring that holds the switch in place (turn counterclockwise to loosem)
and pull the switch out of the hole. Mark the wires and remove them
from the back of the switch. Then turn the switch over and you will soe
a I/32" hole in the casting, in the smooth part, abeout 374" back from
the face of the lock. spray a litle WD-40 in the hele, then insert the
s30lid end of a 3I/32" drill bit into the hele. Push on the drill bit,
and it will move a little spring collar inside and allow the lock
cvlinder to slide out the front. When vyou reassemble the lock, be sure
the little spring collar protrudes toward the hele in the casting.

GAS FLAP: Thegre's a flat "horseshoe” of spring steel that holds the
lock to the gas flap. Pull it out with a pair o0f pliers and the lock
assy, will come out. remove the c-¢lip from the back »f the 1lock
cvlinder and the cyvlinder will slide ocut the front of the housing.

DOOR LOCK: With the handle removed from the deor (2 screws, ong in the
goor jamh and the other behind the upholstery panel) locosen the lock
nut and remove that nut and the threaded stud from the back of the lock
cylinder assy. Then remove the c-clip that holds the lock cyvlinder in
the bousing. When reinstalling, the stud is adjustable, and should
have a small clearance between its tip and the deoor latch assy. Test
it before you reinstall the upholstery panel, readjust if necessary.

ENGINE DOOR (ktruck & wvan onlv): remove the lock assembly from the door.
Remove the 2 tiny screws that hold the mounting bracket to the lock
cylinder housing., The spring and shaft will come out with this
bracket. Look for the 3/32" hole in the housing, and follow the same
procedure as in the IGHNITION SWITCH instructions above.

REAR HATCH {(van only}: With the hatch ¢losed, insert the solid end of
a 1/16" 4drill bit into the tiny hele in the bottom of the T-handle.
Follow the same instructions as given for IGNITION SWITCH above. If it
i5 hard to compress the spring, spray a shot of WD-40 into the key hole
- this will get to the spring more easily than if you try to spray
straight up the hole from below.

You can order the new door handles with keys, while they last, from
STEVE MICHELSEN, 1 Hrent Pl., Succasunna NJ 078768 stevenm@optonline, neot



SYNCHRONIZER RINGS FOR 2nd - 3rd GEAR:

I have rebuilt a lot of subaru 350 transaxles, and almost invariably
the 2-3 gear synchronizer rings need to be replaced! Some bearings
usually do too, but since Subaru used existing sizes of bearings these
are available from any bearing supply store. ¢ood used gears are not
hard to find. The 4th gear (Qverdrive) synchronizers never seem to
wear out. But if you sver plan to rebuild vour transaxle, I would
encourage vou to take this oppertunity to get reproduction synchronizer
rings for 2-3 gear! If you have more than one Subaru 360, and plan ¢on
keeping them, I would suggest vou get a pair of these synchronizer
rings for sach car now, as they will eventually need them!

After several machine shops turned gown the opportunity to reproduce
these reasonably, TONY RISH found a shop that will do it, and this is5 &
one-time project. He has been taking orders, and the deadline for
orders is MARCH 15, 2009. The price is $7%. for each ring (you nesd 2
to rebuild a transaxley but if at least %00 are ordered before March 15
the cost drops to §66. sach and the difference will be refunded. Add
$10. for Priority #Mailing any number of rings anywhere in the U5 -
Internaticnal shipments are $25. Make checks pavable to ANTHONY RISH,
&1 01d Post m4., Northford CT D6&47Z. Tony ¢an alsoc recpive payments by
paveal at cmestusri@earthlink. net

With vour order, please include aLL vour contact information - name,
complete address, phone (home and/or cell), e-mail address, and HOW
MANY PIECES ¥OU WANT. If you do not have e-mail and need to talk with
Tony hefore ordering, his cell phone is $60-916-0162. Remember his is
oN EASTERN STANDARD TIME if vou are calling from aneother time zoneg!

{'! oy ]
The first of these have already been made and lcocok very good, they are
sturdier than the originals. They are $75. for ong pair or %60. a pair
if vou order 7 or more pairs. For compleie info write BOE SNIVELY, 516
S. 16th st., Richmond IN 47374 or e-mail fotallytubular€aol.com

[ 1] = -
If vou need ong or more, this i3 the time to order - for details, write

BILLY Palll,, 210 Betsy Run, Longwood FL 32777 or £-mail him at
wfpayl 1@8acl. com

FINANGCIAL REPORT, 29th year, ending 12/31/08

Balance carrvied from 2007 -%44.38 EXPENSES: FPostage 2037.%4
AMNUAL DUES pald for 20405 20446.00 Costs of production 1397,45
Recoived for REPRINTS 292.00 kKebsite 36,00
Qther incomz 179,258 Member items 0.00
TOTAL INTO GENERAL ACGGOUNT 3172.87 TOTAL EXKPENSES I435.3879
l.egss total 2005 eExpRnises 3435,1% COPIER REPLACEMENT FLND:

EAL&NCE CAREIED PREOM 2008 -Z26Z.52 BALANCGE 12/731/07 105510
ANHUAL DUES FPREPAID 1653.00 Sontributions 1n 2003 G, 00
AVAILABLE IN GERNERAL ACCT. 1395.48 BaLANCE 12/31/2008 1085.10

OWED BY FRANK ACEVEDC T0O CLUB PARTS DEPOT: ¢ piston sets {(or $1035.00)

2008 saw a slight decline in hoth postage and production costs, as we
began to phase in 2-mail delivery of Newsletiers. About half the
annual dues received were prepaid, therefore at the old $8. rate. This
will improve in 2009. I believe we can wipe out the deficit this year
and be able to hand over C¢lub funds to our naw Treasurer with a
positive current balance. Respectfuily submitted, Ed Parsil



I ASSTEIEDR STIIEDR

AUOMOEBILIA FOR SALE: GLUR T-SHIRTS - subartuy 3460 Driwver's Slub leoao,
now 1n 5 ¢olors, on white t-shirt with pocket on the front; sizes L &
XL only. 315. =2ach, includes shipping. STEVE McCARTHY, 5431 Chapel

Brook Dr., Houston T¥ 77069 781=580-2%18 smcearthyé@sheglobal. net

AUTOMORILIA FOR SALE:  SUBARD ORIGINAL sales brochures showing alil
Subary models, intericrs and features for the year. &reat Ior
restorations or giftst  1%65-70, $18. 2ach year; 1¢971-presaent,

spocific model, $15. each vear. 19%71-present, full line (all models:,
$10. sach year. aAdd $4.9%5 3hipping., Visaswc. cpecify year and
model . WALTER MILLER, 6710 Brooklawn, sSyvraguse NY 13211 Z16-432-8BZ8BZ
Fax 315-432-5856%8 Wi, autolit. com

ALUTOMOBILIA FOR SALE: Subaru 360 collector ornament - o to
http:/Awww, subaruidsaclub, orgsrorumssviguwbopic, php?=3&t=125¢

These were made for Subaru's 50th anniversary (40th in the Us)-

Club members get a discount on shipping with key word SUBARUISOCLUD
sntered 1n the comments, befor final checkout. Don’t have a computer?
Write JamIE THOMAS, 415600 SE Eastgate Way., Emllevus WA 785007

GaR FOR SALE: 1970 subaru 360 pickup, custom special canvas Cover, Tear
sgat,. 13,477 miles, always garaged, lesather seats, tow package,
michelin tires, ©A car. COHUCK FINKELSTEIN, Studic City OA 818-761-0970

CAR FOR SALE: 1767 Subary 340 ssdan, white, 10,408 miles, has heen
Sitting "in a warehouse for a while, net sure 1f it runs, Wbrakes are
stuck, body looks great, $2000. May Johnson, 320 E. Gonant 5t., Portage
WI BZ901 &08-742-4531 mickeyjohnsoniO8yahoo.com (non-member ad)

OARS FOR SALE: 1970 van, runs, nesds some werk, $1500., 1748 sedan,
I-speaed, heeds rings and brake work, $800. ERIC STEVENSON, Hammond IN
- for info.call evenings 219-5346-8593882

JARS FOR SALE: 2 360 sedans - § driver, (ngeds infterior) - 1 driver {in
pigees) - 1 parts ¢car. Many extra parts, books, literature eic,

33450, for all. DAVID GUNK (Ca) ccgunnigfg8hotmail. com 530-873-5144
Pix: http:s/wwew,. Tlick, com/photos/dogunn/sets /72107604090 3346906 /7

RTS C&RS & PARTS FOR SALE: 7 260 sedans, 5 have been stripped for
able parts which I have stored - need fto sell ail of them, either as
& package desl or irndiwvidually. MYRL F&IRBROTHER, 23943 s3rd 5t.,
Royalicn MN 58372 (ho e-mail or phone, send want list & SASES

PARTS FOR SALE: New Subary 60 van or Truck replacement windshield
weatherstrip $25. + postage. Reproduced Dome lite lens 3250 New
trucksvan windshields should arrive so0n, RERTVE ¥Yours now. BILLY
PalUl, 210 Betsy Run, Longwood FL 3277% 407-862-4928 wipault@aol. com

PARTS FOR SALE: Hitachi distributor caps (810, zach) and points (%6.
sety + postage, for pre-'68 distributors used in early Sambars and all
"Cheesehourgers”, shown on P. 100 of BOOK OF REPRINTS, BCOE ALPERT. 230
N. Maple Av. B1 #147, marlton WNJ 03053  balpertzooo@gmail. com

PARTS FOR SALE: WNew & used Subaru 360 parts, Tactory teools for -1 &
later, new & used aukte lit., die-cast 3460, Club key rings just $3. each
+ postage: sedsn upper steering post plastic cover 5. (not for truck
or van: - long saskE for 8-pog list. No phone calls pleasz!

ED FARSIL, 2341 5. Cirele ¥ Pl., Tucson a7 857413 subaru3sgnut@aol.com



FPARTS FOR SALE: Your CLUB FARTS DEPOT has 1ots of NOS 360 parts, and
some for FF-9 and later subarus. Send long SASE, specify which listis;
vou want, to FRANK DUVAL, 648 Holly corner Rd., Fredericksburg YA 22406
or E-mall ¢orvalrbuval@netscape.net

PARTS FOR SALE/SWAP: - ¢ rear brake drums, 2 front sedan drums. $25.
pach. Want truck door pocket, star cluster, bumper bolt. REX BROWN,
1804 Cedar st., #3, Forest Grove OR 97118 BO3I-I5F-91836
rexbrown@comeast. net

HANTED: Subaru 360 sedan in all-around top condition, needing no body
WaTH. JAMIE THOMAS, 415000 SE Eastogate Way, Bellsvue WA 23007
subicgal@gmaril. com .

WANTED: Subary 260, preferably van or pickup bubt would settle Tor &
sedan.  Gould trade my body werk for your wvehicle. RALFH FHILLIFS, P O
Eox 3488, odessa T 79760 43£-2%&6-3I872 chinpadreams@clearwire.net

WANTED: Subaru 3&0 pickup or van for fathersson proigct.  RYAN
SCHOEMFELDER, 41045 §, Rowley, Mitchell SD B7301 &05-770-9471
ryanéshopdiscountjoes. com

WANTED: ToT sSubharu 360 van: star emblem, 4 wheel covers (stock or baby
moony, oO@eF strap w/hardware, front lens, backup lens, tool kif, 2 int,
mirrors. JORGE LOPEZ, 5300 E. Waverly Dr. #M-3, Falm Springs CA TZZ64

760-644%-8082 JloperrFio@yahoo. com

WANTED: Subaru 3&0 ignition switch, complete, tool #%Z4 70 000
complete Nippon-DEnso distributor, or even ong without cap & rotor,
JUANITA KANIFE, P O Box 274, Rosiglare IL 62782

WANTED: _ van parking brake cablss. Buying subaru 360 parts, don't
throw them-away, contact me first. ERIC STEVEWSON, 1048 Ridge 5t,,
Hammond IN 46224 219-336-8%33 ecsigfs@acewab. com

WANTED: Subaru 340 sedan jack with handle, front hood emblems for
sedan and vouno., KEN WERER, 3315 o0ak Ridge Rd., £rystal Lake IL 80715
31%-235-1650 knsweger@mc. net

oper hinogg for lift-gate for Subaru 380 wvan. HECZTOR LUGO,

HANTED: Up
sth 5t. #4D, ETonx NY 10454 645-703-7060 Helonmaisonet@acol.com

312 E. 14
WANTED: Subaru 340 sedan in good condition, must be DRIVEAELE - no
rust or cracked glass, GENE FUHRMANN, 3B01 St., Francis Dr.,
cpringfield IL 62703 FT17-5Z29-3583

WANTED: For Subaru 360 van - front parksturn light assy.. completa;
hoth brackets &57 221 080 & 0%0 for endine docr, both bracksts 6464 002
010 tear seat to Tleor. back up lens, shifter kneb, both pedals with
rubber covers, Hitachi distributor cap & votor, H-63% lock cylinders
and kev for driver's door and ignition switch., BRUCE YOUNG, 167
Invernsss Way, Alameda CA $4502 510-214-46587 byoung@berkeley. edu

WANTED: For Subaruy Z60 sedan - good chrome wheel covers, battery box.
DARRELL SMITH, 14412 Sl 28th st., Blup springs MO 64015 B16-812-19&5
darrell1@8backinthedaymotors. com

DPEADLINE FOR CLASSIFIED ADS FOR NEXT ISSUE -~ APRIL 5, 2009 - sgnd to
ED PARSIL, 2341 S. Circle X Pl., Tucson AZ 85713 subaruisonut@acl.com
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